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CELEBRATE!  
 

 
Dear Princeton Community Members: 

 
June is thought of as a time of celebrations as the calendar is often filled with weddings, graduations and Fathersô 

Day dinners. During the last weeks of school each year we host dozens of celebrations for Pre-K through 12th-

grade students: concerts, art galleries, scholarship awards, field days and ñmoving onò ceremonies. It is impossible 

to be in a school and not be filled with the deep joy that comes with applauding studentsô accomplishments and 

appreciating the talents of educators and support staff who shepherd the learning, nurture the curiosity and inspire 

the work behind each achievement. The Princeton Regional Schools community has countless reasons to celebrate 

every day of the full calendar year, in the spotlight and behind the scenes. 

 

As I walk around town and through our schoolsô classrooms, I often remind myself (and others) to take nothing for 

granted and to truly appreciate the opportunities for exploration, self-discovery and growth that our students are 

provided. We are surrounded by the worldôs leading institutions for study and research, are supported by an excep-

tional network of public institutions such as the Princeton Public Library and the Paul Robeson Arts Council, and 

have the energy and generosity of a small army of volunteers and philanthropists at our childrenôs side. The values 

and the spirit of our community provide daily lessons for our children and give reason for celebration every hour of 

every day.  

 

Our newsletters and web site are filled with the awards and honors that have been bestowed upon PRS pupils and 

faculty members this yearðone more remarkable than the next, and all to be lauded. There is also reason to cele-

brate the many small victories that do not always make headlines, but make successful schools and enable children 

to thrive: the child who writes his first story in English, the student who volunteers to tutor others, the young 

woman who collects prom dresses for inner city youth, the graduate first in his family to receive a diploma. Behind 

each small victory is a teacher, or a team of educators, who have coached, cared, supported and believed. Our stu-

dents and teachers give us great reasons for celebration. 

 

As you move through your days, walk by schools, see neighborhood children or read the announcements of college 

decisions of our June grads, stop for a moment to reflect upon the beauty of our community and the overwhelming 

success of our schools. Know that the web of high expectations and support that you weave throughout the com-

munity is celebrated, also.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Superintendent 
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The cast of PHS Spectacle Theatreôs spring musical, ñAnything Goes,ò kicks off the second act with a rousing rendition of ñBlow, 

Gabriel, Blow.ò The show, featuring a host of familiar songs and some blockbuster dance numbers, sold out for three consecutive per-

formances in April. 

Seniors in the PHS Orchestra pose proudly following the final 

concert of their 2008 European tour, performed at Eglise Saint 

Jean Baptiste in Megève, France, in February.  

Princeton High School 
 

The Senior Class at Princeton High School hosted the first 

annual Mr. PHS Contest in March. The contestants were 

sponsored by an athletic team or student club, and the Stu-

dent Council hosted the evening raising money for the 

Prom. Industrial arts teacher Joseph Gargione was the mod-

erator for the event, in which the contestants competed in 

categories including talent, swimsuit, Q & A and dance 

before a large crowd of cheering fans in the Performing 

Arts Center. 

 

In April, the Foreign Language Department hosted its first 

Asian American Festival. The gym was filled to capacity 

as students, parents and community members participated in 

activities, watched performances and enjoyed food and 

snacks. The event was a fundraiser for the Asian American 

Club, which promised sushi-making classes in the near fu-

ture. In addition, the ESL program hosted its annual Cena 

Latina , with families enjoying a pot-luck dinner as they 

shared stories of success throughout the year. 

 

Spectacle Theatreôs production of ñAnything Goesò 

brought the music and lyrics of Cole Porter, and the enthu-

siastic tap-dancing of PHS students, to the stage for three 

nights in April. The PHS Orchestra, which concluded its 

own very successful four-concert tour of Europe in Febru-

ary, complemented the actors and actresses with vibrant 

music to keep all spectators singing along. 

 

Princeton High School hosted its first National French 

Honor Society ceremony in April. Families were invited to 

experience the event, as students received certificates of 

recognition and congratulations from their teachers and 

peers. 

 

In May, PHS hosted the Class of 1943 for a tour of the high 

school. On the tour, student guides learned the history of the 

school and culture as it was 65 years ago. In addition, the 

students shared their version of what it is like to be a stu-

dent in 2008. 

 

On May 16, PHS juniors and seniors attended their annual 

Prom, with the theme of ñEmerald City.ò Students and staff 

members dressed their best and danced the night away. The 

festivities continued back at the high school at midnight 

when students ñSurfed Upò at the Post-Prom hosted by the 

PTO.  
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Princeton Rocks to Zydeco Experience 

In February, Princeton Regional Schools, in partnership with the Arts 

Council of Princeton, Princeton Human Services Commission, the 

Princeton and Trenton YWCA Racial Justice Institute, the Princeton 

Public Library and the PRS PTOs, hosted Terrance Simien and The Zy-

deco Experience Band as the centerpiece of a community-wide celebra-

tion of the culture and heritage of the New Orleans Creole community. 

 

Events highlighted the indigenous Zydeco music of Southern Louisiana 

in three days of student workshops, ñinformances,ò community dia-

logues and a special community-wide Katrina Relief Benefit Concert for 

New Orleans at the Trego Biancosino Auditorium. As part of this intro-

duction to Creole culture, students at all levels learned about the lan-

guage, music, food and history of the Creole community, and teachers 

also took part in a special in-service day workshop. 

 

All JW and PHS students gathered at three performances with Mr. 

Simien and his band for some incredible music and post-performance 

dialogue with the artists, and members of the Zydeco Experience Band 

took part in a jam session with members of the PHS Studio Jazz Band.  

 

Many history classes at PHS also viewed and discussed the Spike Lee documentary, When the Levees Broke: A Req-

uiem in Four Acts, about Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath. And as a culmination to the three-day residency, despite 

a snowstorm that forced the rescheduling of the benefit concert, many families in the Princeton community celebrated 

Zydeco music, Creole cul-

ture and the people of New 

Orleans by dancing in the 

aisles at a final benefit con-

cert. 

 

Funds for this Princeton 

community celebration were 

contributed by all its event 

partners, as well as other 

community entities includ-

ing McCaffreyôs Supermar-

kets, Bank of Princeton, 

Hilton Realty LLC and the 

J. Seward Johnson Charita-

ble Trust. Because the cost of events was mostly underwritten by the district and its financial partners, all the proceeds 

from the benefit concertð$5,000 in totalðhave gone to support Katrina relief efforts. 

Terrance Simien entertains the Princeton com-

munity at a benefit concert for Hurricane Katrina 

victims. 

Members of the PHS Studio Band join Terrance Simien and the Zydeco Experience in a jam 

session. 

John Witherspoon Middle School 
 

All sixth-graders at John Witherspoon Middle School en-

joyed entertaining each other during the Alice Day Tea 

Party in January. Each student recited a riddle, related an 

interesting fact about his/her own birthday, and explained 

the special gift he/she brought for Alice. Everyone, includ-

ing teachers, dressed for the pecial event by wearing some-

thing suitable for a high tea, or by becoming one of Lewis 

Carroll's characters.  A parade helped to showcase the ap-

parel worn by the participants. Throughout the day, students 

were challenged with Lewis Carroll word games, mazes, 

number games, logic puzzles and original creations. The 

day ended with all the students in small groups performing 

their own versions of the "Lobster Quadrille.ò 

 

In February, JW sixth-grade students participated in a cele-

bration for the French holiday, Mardi Gras . This day was 

planned by French teacher Monica Kenah, and students 

were involved in a full day of activities. They created Mardi 

Gras masks in the traditional colors of yellow, purple and 

green; watched and learned authentic Latin dances per-
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formed by Princeton High School dancers Pasión Latina; 

enjoyed a French/Cajun food tasting, which included the 

famous King Cake; and participated in an interactive per-

formance by Princeton Capoeira, a Brazilian martial arts 

group from Princeton University. Students learned the 

history and importance of this cultural celebration around 

the world and were able to take home Mardi Gras beads as 

a token of remembrance for this educational experience. 

 

For the past five years, John Witherspoon Middle School 

seventh-grade students have been offered a wonderful op-

portunity to participate in Princeton Universityôs Engi-

neering Expo for area middle schools. During this yearôs 

Expo, held in March, JW students were provided with a 

day filled with exploration and discovery. They were able 

to meet the Princeton University scientists and engineers 

and experienced hands-on activities and demonstrations at 

four different sites on campus. Their first visit was to the 

Carl Icahn Laboratory to study topics including molecular 

biology, environmental science, ecology and evolutionary 

biology. They then visited the Dillon Gymnasium where 

the fields of engineering, geosciences and physics were 

highlighted. At McDonnell Auditorium, students were 

exposed to various forms of energy conversions through 

physics demonstrations, including some audience partici-

pation. The demonstrations at Frick Laboratory offered the 

opportunity for students to experience various aspects of 

chemistry. The university also organized the day to pro-

vide a view of college life, including a dining hall experi-

ence for lunch. 

 

The new gymnasium at JW was filled to maximum capac-

ity in early April as students, parents and staff celebrated 

the Final Battle of the Blue and Gold.  The event is held 

by the Physical Education Department in conjunction with 

the PTO to raise funds for the sixth-grade environmental 

education trip. The highly educational unit is offered to all 

students to emphasize the development of good sportsman-

ship skills. Throughout the classes leading up to the final 

battle, students demonstrate an ability to support positive 

JW Puts Focus on United Nations 
 

Through an  interdisciplinary effort in the classroom and a trip to the United Nations in New York, seventh-graders at 

John Witherspoon Middle School are made more aware of their place in the larger world community, discover the im-

pact of languages and come to understand the need for communication among the worldôs peoples. 

 

In seventh-grade social studies classes, Paul Lynch and Bob Vivens introduce their students to the United Nations as a 

world institution that promotes communication among nations of the world. This is part of their world cultures curricu-

lum and occurs in the spring at the end of the unit on World War II. The students are introduced to and discuss the 

many agencies within the UN that serve and assist people around the world. 

 

In world language classes, Cob Powlen and Regena Tardugno use the United Nations as a vehicle to develop a greater 

appreciation of the importance of the study of world languages and cultures for their students. The seventh-grade 

French and Spanish classes learn about the UN in the target language, and identify where each target language is spo-

ken in UN member nations. 

 

In science classes, Steve Carson and Allison Ramus use the visit to the United Nations to highlight the concept of a 

world community and the importance of conservation of resources. The awareness of the environment continues in the 

science unit on oceanography. 

 

English teachers Bob Nelson and Ellen Vickers have students write poems during their poetry unit as a way to reflect 

on what they have seen and learned while at the United Nations. Math teachers Mickey Indyk and Mary McCarthy fol-

low up after the trip by having the students review percents and graphs, looking at world statistics and comparing so-

cioeconomic levels of both developed and developing nations. 

 

The seventh-grade students, after studying and visiting the United Nations, identify related needs that exist in the 

Princeton community and participate in several outreach projects. Just as the UN has agencies that help people through-

out the world, so the students learn that the greater Princeton area has agencies that help the people of our community. 

Students are encouraged to meet human needs by performing a service related to one or more identified agencies. 

 

Under the direction of the seventh-grade school counselor, John Cronin, the students develop a list (in their target world 

language) of career opportunities that are available to a person who has facility with more than one world language. Mr. 

Cronin co-teaches a lesson on careers with each world language teacher to culminate the unit on careers, which begins 

in February. 
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Former U.S. Olympic diver and Princeton High School 

graduate Leslie Bush joins Superintendent Judy Wilson and 

Athletic Director John Miranda at the grand opening of the 

districtôs new Fitness Center in February. 

behavior at all times. The activities do not simply empha-

size athletic ability but, more important, emphasize how 

students should treat one another in mildly competitive 

athletic environment. Congratulations to all of the mem-

bers of the winning Gold team and their co-captains, Bob 

Vivens and Ellen Vickers. 

 

On April 14, JW had the privilege of a visit from Mawi 

Asgedom. Each year, the eighth-grade students and teach-

ers are reminded that they need to set meaningful goals 

and use each day to get closer to making those goals real-

ity. By the time his April visit rolls around, the students 

have all read his first book, Of Beetles and Angels, a mem-

oir that is included on the schoolôs syllabus. Reading the 

book, and knowing of Mr. Mawiôs dedication to family, 

desire to achieve and his proven method of discipline, 

makes his visit very powerful. In addition to discussion 

and writing activities in English class, students apply Mr. 

Mawiôs lessons in interdisciplinary projects. In foreign 

language classes, students crafted sentences for banners to 

sum up Mr. Mawiôs lessons and the content of his visit. 

Mr. Mawi stayed to play a game of basketball with the 

ñPeer to Peerò group, and he visited English classes to chat 

and autograph copies of his book. He always comes with a 

gift: a native-style shirt from Ethiopia, awarded to the au-

dience member who offers the most exuberant introduc-

tion. He always has student volunteers and audience par-

ticipation. Even the staff canôt help but get excited about 

life and return to the classroom with a fresh sense of pur-

pose.  

 

The sixth-graders at JW learn about the environment 

through a two-day residence experience at the Fairview 

Lake Environmental Education Center in Sussex County. 

Trained naturalists educate the students about various as-

pects of the environment. The students learn the impor-

tance of the wetlands during the swamp walk. They hike 

up the Kittatinny Mountain Range and gain knowledge 

about the geological history of the Appalachian Moun-

tains. Pond ecology gives the students an opportunity to 

study scientific aspects of aquatics and pond life. They 

also build teamwork and communication skills while par-

ticipating in a variety of problem-solving challenges dur-

ing Action Socialization Experience. Finally, students en-

joy and master the art of boating while adhering to the 

safety rules. This ñhands onò experience is an exciting, 

interactive and memorable trip for everyone.  

Sixth-graders from John Witherspoon Middle School enjoy the view 

over the Kittatinny Mountain Range in Sussex County during a two-

day residence experience to learn about the environment. 

Community Park 
 

The Community Park science fair was a tremendous suc-

cess with children from grades K-5 sharing their diverse 

science interests through a wide variety of experiments. 

The children shared information with the many parents, 

students and staff who attended the fair. 

 

CP students had a wonderful time as they participated in 

the second annual book swap. All classes attended the 

swap, which provided every student with at least one new 

book to take home. The books for the swap resulted from 

the children donating books they had read and were ready 

to share with others. 

 

Throughout the spring, CP proudly celebrated the arts. 

The halls of the school became an art museum for stu-

dentsô personal interpretation of the works of noted artists. 

Also displayed were the products of the childrenôs experi-

ences with clay, chalk, pencil, crayon color and many 

other art materials. Student musicians displayed their mas-
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tery of wind and string instruments as they performed at an 

assembly for friends, parents and guardians. CPôs fourth- 

and fifth-grade choir shared music at an afternoon assem-

bly for students and an evening performance for family 

and friends. 

 

The Star Lab set up at CP enabled students to enjoy the 

beauty of stars and planets in the night sky. The children 

were fascinated with the mythical stories based on the dif-

ferent configuration of stars. 

 

CP students care about the community near and far as they 

participated in a variety of fundraisers. One successful 

event was a Jump-A-Thon to raise money for the Ameri-

can Heart Association. Fifth-graders participated in a car 

wash, bake sale and garage sale as fundraiser for the 

Make-A-Wish Foundation and S.A.V.E. Another fund-

raiser that has become an annual event is the Teacher/

Parent Basketball Game. Moms, dads and teachers raced 

back and forth on the full-size basketball court trying to 

gain the advantage. The very close score throughout the 

game kept students, friends, staff and family on the edge of 

their seats until the final buzzer sounded. 

Can a raw egg be dropped from 30 meters and still remain intact? 

Community Park fifth-graders proved itôs possible when they de-

signed special ñcontraptionsò to keep the eggs safe during the 

drop. Many eggs survived the rigorous test as students checked 

their packages after the drop.  

Johnson Park 
 
During the spring, Johnson Park pupils participated in a 

range of activities that address the academic, artistic, ath-

letic, social, and service-learning needs of youngsters. 

These experiences took place at JP, as well as in venues 

outside the schoolôs walls. 

 

All JPôs children continued to participate in science and 

environmental education activities on the schoolôs nature 

trail and along the Stony Brook to supplement their class-

room learning. Some also took trips to an environmental 

center in Pennsylvania or to the Jersey Shore to enhance 

their study of oceanography, while others were involved in 

touch-tank activities to learn about aquatic life. 

 

In social studies, pupils learned to use the Internet to do 

research projects to learn about their ancestorsô countries 

of origin and took trips related to Princeton history and 

the American Civil War  (the latter during an extended-

day trip to Gettysburg). Fourth-graders celebrated their 

diversity via theatrical pieces with a Young Audiences 

dramatist and via break-dancing with a Roxey Ballet spe-

cialist; another Roxey Ballet principal dancer worked with 

third-graders to teach them the minuet for their colonial 

fair. 

 

Other arts residencies sponsored by the PTO touched the 

educational lives of students, from kindergartners and sec-

ond-graders working with collagist and childrenôs author 

Dar Hosta through first-graders working with drummer 

Mary Knysh. And in May, the school rejoiced in the dis-

play of pupilsô talents via the annual art exhibit , a second-

grade recorder concert, a third-grade choral concert, a 

fifth -grade singing and drumming concert, and perform-

ances by the schoolôs young brass, strings, and winds in-

strumentalists. 

 

Field days allowed JP students to engage in healthful, 

wholesome physical activity and fun, while the spring 

picnic brought together JP families for an evening of com-

munity building. 

 

Monthly spirit days during which students could purchase 

popcorn raised more than $200 for the Koko Fund. JP pu-

pils also donated their used sneakers to help build an ath-

letic course in New Orleans, their outgrown sports equip-

ment to support young athletes in Trenton and Princeton, 

their gently used books to aid young readers, and funds to 

buy mosquito nets for a village in Africa and livestock for 

a village in a Third World country. 

Littlebrook  
 
The second half of the school year brought many exciting 

programs and projects to Littlebrook. A series of Family 

Arts Nights for third-grade students and Family Math 

Nights for first-graders was held during the winter months. 

Led by Littlebrook teachers, these evening activities al-

lowed parents and students to explore creatively in music, 

movement and mathematics, and provided parents with 

ideas and strategies to use at home. These programs en-

hanced the home-school connection and strengthened the 

teacher-parent partnership.  

 

At the Littlebrook spring concerts, students in third 

through fifth grade demonstrated their learning in choral 

and instrumental music. Total Literacy  lessons taught 



PRINCETON REGIONAL SCHOOLS JUNE NEWSLETTER                                    7 

The classroom at Littlebrook School includes the great outdoors, 

with students attending to the schoolyard gardens. Flowers grace 

the grounds, and the gardens are ready to produce strawberries, 

pumpkins, tomatoes, lettuce, onions, beans and cucumbers.  

collaboratively by music and classroom teachers helped to 

strengthen connections for first-grade students and pro-

vided new ways of understanding and retaining cross-

curriculum knowledge and skills. 

 

In April, Littlebrookôs annual Book Week focused on 

great books and the joys of reading. The students were 

engaged in activities that celebrated the importance and 

pleasure of reading. This yearôs guest writer was Sarah 

Weeks, a noted childrenôs book author. She delighted the 

students with stories of her life as an observer and writer. 

Her books, along with other titles that support Little-

brookôs commitment to diversity and multicultural values, 

are available in the schoolôs library, which offers a very 

fine collection of books and resources to staff, students and 

parents. 

 

This yearôs residency program brought naturalist Pam 

Newitt, from Nature By the Yard, to Littlebrook for two 

weeks. Working with students in Pre-K through fourth 

grade Ms. Newitt designed learning experiences both in-

side and outside the school that helped students recognize 

how they fit into the ecosystem.  They learned about the 

impact humans can have, both negative and positive, on 

that system. Scientists, authors and performers enrich and 

enhance the school curriculum as a result of a strong par-

ent-teacher relationship and the generosity of the PTO.       

 

Littlebrookôs Garden Club is flourishing. Parents, stu-

dents and teachers continue to attend to the schoolyard 

gardens. Littlebrookôs courtyard is a living classroom, with 

furniture built by students, a pond, garden beds, a white 

board easel created by a prospective Eagle Scout, and a 

compost bin and a variety of plantings done by parent and 

student volunteers. Today, the gardens are ready to pro-

duce strawberries, pumpkins, tomatoes, lettuce, onions, 

beans and cucumbers. Flowers grace the grounds and the 

pond is home to some fish and a frog or two. The court-

yard gardens, the environmental trail and the butterfly gar-

dens provide many wonderful opportunities to enhance 

lessons across the curriculum. 

 

Special end-of-the-year events in May and June included 

the fifth-grade overnight trip to Gettysburg; the Kindergar-

ten-Grandpalsô Luncheon; Field Day; the annual Service 

Learning Celebration; and the fifth-grade Moving-on Cere-

mony. 

 

Riverside  
  

Spring signaled yet another rush of Riverside parent and 

community support for educational programs. The 

schoolôs fourth- and fifth-grade music performances were 

embraced by the community and supported by parent vol-

unteers. The Arts Festival was a smash hit with an eve-

ning art exhibit and numerous staff, parent and local artists 

enriching classroom experiences throughout a week-long 

period. Science Day/Week, another Riverside tradition, 

was expanded this year to welcome dozens of parent scien-

tists to share their expertise and passion while student sci-

entists conducted many hands-on experiments and activi-

ties. 

  

The third-grade Colonial Fair  culminated many weeks of 

reading, writing and researching the American Colonial 

Period. Hat-making, candle-making, sewing, period games 

and more activities highlighted this spirited day. The ever-

growing gardens on the Riverside campus drew the atten-

tion of parents, students and staff. Finally, the fifth-grade 

Gettysburg trip provided closure to an intense study of 

the Civil War. All this and more had Riverside jumping. 

Coaches, Former Athletic Director Honored 
 

The New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) and the New Jersey Scholastic Coaches Asso-

ciation (NJSCA) presented the National Federation Coaches Award to two Princeton High School coaches: Greg 

Hand for girlsô swimming and Sheryl Severance for golf. The two were recognized and selected for their distin-

guished background, experience, service and promotion of their sport at the state and national levels. In addition, 

Carol Parsons, former athletic director at PHS, received the Distinguished Award for many outstanding contributions 

to the State of New Jersey. It was a special honor for Joyce Jones, chair of the NJSCA, to present the awards to these 

three deserving recipients. 



OFFICE OF HUMAN RESOURCES 

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS  

PRINCETON REGIONAL SCHOOLS  

25 VALLEY ROAD  

PRINCETON, NJ 08540 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PRINCETON, NJ 

PERMIT 231 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  

Alan Hegedus, President 

Rebecca Cox, Vice President 

 

 Walter Bliss          Dorothy Bedford  

 Mia Cahill          JoAnn Cunningham 

 Daniel Haughton      Joshua Leinsdorf 

 Timothy Quinn         Lynne Schwarz (Cranbury) 

 
Judith Wilson, Superintendent 

Stephanie Kennedy, Business Admin./Board Secretary 

Bonnie Lehet, Assistant Superintendent 

Lewis Goldstein, Assistant Superintendent 

PRINCETON REGIONAL SCHOOLS JUNE NEWSLETTER              

IMPORTANT NOTICE  

 

All students must be properly domiciled in Princeton to attend the Princeton 

Regional Schools. Students who are not domiciled in Princeton will be charged 

full tuition. Individuals who knowingly violate this state law and board policy 

may be referred to law enforcement officials to determine whether intentional 

fraud has occurred. For further information on the definition of ñproperly 

domiciledò and residency requirements, please contact the Office of Student 

Services at (609) 806-4206. 

***ECRWSS***  

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER  

PRINCETON, NJ 

Please deliver to Princeton Borough and 

Township residents only. 

This newsletter is printed 

on recycled paper 

The first day of school for all students is Thursday September 4, 2008. 

For a listing of school events, district news and the school calendar for 

2008-2009,  please visit our web site at www.prs.k12.nj.us. 


